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The study area is situated in the western part of the Bryansk region, in the Novozybkov district most
affected by the Chernobyl radionuclide fall- out within the Russian Federation. Contamination of the
remote areas is of condensation type and the contribution of the fuel "hot particles” to the
radionuclide contamination, in general, is negligible. Moraine hills and rare ridges with acid sandy
and loam sand soddypodzolic soils in combination with the widespreadfluvioglacial wet lowlands
with soddy-gley and peat soils are typical of the area. Lowlands are mostly drained and used in
agriculture for vegetable production and for hay and grazing. The flood plain of the main river lput
and its numerous tributaries is noted for a great spatial variation of soil and vegetation cover ranging
from grassy sandy uplands to peaty depressions.
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